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The PERSONAL is 
POLITICAL

Fines and fees in Kansas are 
affecting employment, 
education and housing, 
systemic cycle of funding 
the systems that harm 
young people such as 
over-funding the police. I 
should know, because it 
happened to me



Research Question In what ways do juvenile fines and fees in Kansas 
impact the financial, physical, and emotional 
wellness of families and communities?  



State of Kansas 
Childhood Poverty 
Rates



Research Finding 2
What is a novel/important research finding 
that came from your data? 



What are the 
different types of 
fines and fees? 

Types of Fines and Fees:

● Confinement, supervision, and 
treatment costs;

● Court appointed attorney fees;
● Court docket fees and costs;
● Drug and alcohol evaluation fees;
● Infectious disease testing;
● Expungement docket fees;
● Fines per offense;
● Probation and supervision fees; and

Restitution.
● Urinalysis fees 



Background 
Research 2

Research Source How this source contributes to my 
understanding of fines and fees

National Center for Access to 
Justice, 2022

● NCAJ researched state and local laws in all 50 states 
and Washington, D.C. and graded the jurisdictions on 
a scale of 0 to 100 according to how their policies 
measure up, creating the Fines and Fees Justice 
Index. In short, no state did well. Only three states 
scored higher than 50 out of 100 and no state 
received a passing score. 

Court Fines and fees hurt 
kansas Children and their 
families

● State law also allows courts to increase the amount 
above the proposed statutory amount, unlike in other 
states where that is fixed.

KU School of Law ●  Importantly, juvenile fines and fees also excessively 
burden communities of color.[5]  Children of color are 
both more likely to get arrested and more likely to be 
fined higher amounts.[6]  Because these families are 
often unable to pay, they cannot get out from under 
the weight of the juvenile justice system.  

OPINION: Charging juvenile 
offenders fines they can't pay is 
not justice/ Cowley College data 
base

● Fines and fees are counterproductive. If we want 
young people who have committed crimes to change 
their lives and get on a better path, saddling them with 
an impossible debt only hinders that goal.fines and 
fees actually increase recidivism, pushing kids deeper 
into crime in order to avoid debt collectors.

https://kansaslawreview.ku.edu/forum/a-vicious-cycle-juvenile-fines-and-fees-in-kansas/#_ftn5
https://kansaslawreview.ku.edu/forum/a-vicious-cycle-juvenile-fines-and-fees-in-kansas/#_ftn6


Common Sense 
Alternatives for 
Fines and Fees

● Under the Kansas Juvenile Justice 
Code, youth can be held accountable 
via non-monetary alternatives 
including:

● Community service;
● Education programs;
● Intervention programs;
● Mediations; and

Community-based programs.



What this all means

WE CAN DO IT! 
BECAUSE THEY DID 
IT!

In 2021, Michigan’s Macomb County Circuit Court 
abolished many fees and relieved youth and families 
of $84 million of debt, and Georgia’s Chatham 
County Juvenile court abolished discretionary fees 
and fines. In 2022, Wyoming’s Albany County 
abolished youth diversion fees.

● Other states are continuously fighting during 
their campaigns to end fines and fees as well! 

● After 2 years of fighting Illinois signed SB 
1463 into law halting future assessment of 
juvenile fines and fees. 



Research 
Methodology

How did you collect your data? 

Surveys? 

Focus groups? 

Interviews? 



Research Plan Phase 1: Survey Responses 

Phase 2: Interviews with key respondents 

Phase 3: Facilitate a small intervention program with 
young people in proximity to the juvenile system 
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